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Learn how to quickly protect your Google Documents and PDF files in Google Drive with a password. You can also unlock PDF files and remove passwords from encrypted files.
Introducing PDF toolbox, a new Google Drive addon that lets you password protect PDF files and Google Documents. The app can also help you unlock PDF files that are already protected with a password in your Google Drive.
Watch the video tutorial to get started.

   
 
Password Protect PDF Files
To get started, install the PDF toolbox add-on and grant the necessary authorization. The app requires access to the file that you would like to encrypt (or decrypt) and you also have an an option to send the encrypted file as an email attachment to another user.
Next, select any PDF file or Google document in your Google Drive and expand the “Encrypt PDF” section. Enter the output file name (it will also be saved in your Google Drive), provide a password and specify whether the encrypted file should allow printing and comments.
Click the Encrypt button to create a new PDF file that would require a password to open.

The app can secure PDF files as well as Google documents, spreadsheet and presentations. In the case of native Google documents, the file is first converted to a PDF document and then encrypted with the specified password.
Please note that the Google Drive API imposes a limit of 10 MB on the size of PDF files exported from native Google documents. Thus, similar restrictions apply with the toolbox as well.
Unlock PDF files
If you a password-protect PDF file in your Google Drive, you can use the PDF toolbox to remove the password protection. The app will create a new copy of the PDF file in your Drive that will open without requiring a password.
The workflow is similar.
Select any locked PDF in Google Drive and open the PDF toolbox app in the sidebar. Expand the “Decrypt PDF” section and and type the password that was originally used to restrict access to the PDF file.
Click the Decrypt button and, if the password matches, all restrictions would be removed from the file. The unlocked, password-free PDF file would be uploaded to Google Drive as a separate file.

How PDF toolbox works
All files in Google Drive have an export link to download the file in PDF format. The app uses the export URL to fetch the PDF version of a file in Google Cloud storage, encrypts (or decrypts) the file with the PDF library and uploads the processed file to Google Drive of the authorized user.
All downloaded files are instantly removed from the cloud storage after the PDF file has been exported. PDF toolbox is in beta stage and the pricing will be added later this month.
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Amit Agarwal
Google Developer Expert, Google Cloud Champion

Amit Agarwal is a Google Developer Expert in Google Workspace and Google Apps Script. He holds an engineering degree in Computer Science (I.I.T.) and is the first professional blogger in India.
Amit has developed several popular Google add-ons including Mail Merge for Gmail and Document Studio. Read more on Lifehacker and YourStory
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Awards & Titles
Digital Inspiration has won several awards since it's launch in 2004.
 
 
	 
		 
	

 
	 
		 
	

 
	 
		 
	

 
	 
		 
	

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 






Google Developer Expert
Google awarded us the Google Developer Expert award recogizing our work in Google Workspace.


 
   
     
     
     
  





ProductHunt Golden Kitty
Our Gmail tool won the Lifehack of the Year award at ProductHunt Golden Kitty Awards in 2017.


 
 
	 
		 
			 
			 
			 
		
	

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 






Microsoft MVP Alumni
Microsoft awarded us the Most Valuable Professional (MVP) title for 5 years in a row.


 
 
	 
		 
	

 
	 
		 
	

 
	 
		 
	

 
	 
		 
	

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 






Google Cloud Champion
Google awarded us the Champion Innovator title recognizing our technical skill and expertise.






Video Tutorials
Subscribe to our YouTube channel and get notified whenever we upload a new video tutorial.
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How to Sell Digital Goods with PayPal and Google Sheets

	
Google Apps Script - A Developer's Guide
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Google Add-ons
We build bespoke solutions that use the capabilities and the features of Google Workspace for automating business processes and driving work productivity.




	Mail Merge with Attachments

Send personalized email to your contacts with Google Sheets & Gmail
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	Document Studio

Create pixel perfect documents from Google Sheets and Google Forms
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	Save Emails and Attachments

Download emails and attachments from Gmail to your Google Drive
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	Google Forms Email Notifications

Send email to respondents when they submit your Google Forms
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	Email Google Spreadsheets

Email entire spreadsheets, selected cell ranges or send dynamic charts on schedule.
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	Creator Studio for Google Slides

Turn your Google Slides presentations into animated GIF images and videos
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Email Newsletter
Sign up for our email newsletter to stay up to date.

Subscribe
We will never send any spam emails. Promise.
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