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The author of a PDF file may sometimes add certain restrictions to secure the document. For instance, PDF files can be protected by a password and recipients must enter that same password before they can open the file. In other cases, the PDF creator may add print restrictions that disallow other users from printing the document.

Here’s a sample PDF file that anyone can download and view but it is protected from being printed. If you open the file inside Adobe Acrobat Reader or any other PDF viewing application, the print option would be disabled as seen in the screenshot above.
How to Print Secured PDF Files
A Google search will reveal several software utilities, both free and paid, that promise to unlock protected PDF files. You don’t really need to install any software as Google Drive itself can remove printing restrictions from PDF files.
Here’s how:
Go to drive.google.com and upload the secure PDF file. Now double-click the uploaded file inside Google Drive to open it inside the built-in file viewer.
Next, click the “Print” icon in the preview window and the system print dialog will pop-up. You can now send the secure PDF to any of your printers without having to type the password.

   
 
How to Unlock Protected Files Permanently
In our previous example, we were able to successfully print a secured PDF file through Google Drive but our original file still has the same restrictions on printing.
If you would like to permanently unlock the PDF file and remove all printing related restrictions, follow these steps:
	Upload the PDF file to Google Drive and double-click to open the file.
	Click the Print icon inside the Drive Previewer and the print window will pop-up.
	Press the Cancel button to close the print window and click the Down arrow to download the PDF file from Drive to your desktop.

The downloaded file is unlocked and all the print restrictions have been removed. Watch the video tutorial for a step-by-step guide.
You can use a similar technique to remove PDF passwords from any file.
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Amit Agarwal is a Google Developer Expert in Google Workspace and Google Apps Script. He holds an engineering degree in Computer Science (I.I.T.) and is the first professional blogger in India.
Amit has developed several popular Google add-ons including Mail Merge for Gmail and Document Studio. Read more on Lifehacker and YourStory
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Awards & Titles
Digital Inspiration has won several awards since it's launch in 2004.
 
 
	 
		 
	

 
	 
		 
	

 
	 
		 
	

 
	 
		 
	

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 






Google Developer Expert
Google awarded us the Google Developer Expert award recogizing our work in Google Workspace.


 
   
     
     
     
  





ProductHunt Golden Kitty
Our Gmail tool won the Lifehack of the Year award at ProductHunt Golden Kitty Awards in 2017.


 
 
	 
		 
			 
			 
			 
		
	

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 






Microsoft MVP Alumni
Microsoft awarded us the Most Valuable Professional (MVP) title for 5 years in a row.


 
 
	 
		 
	

 
	 
		 
	

 
	 
		 
	

 
	 
		 
	

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 






Google Cloud Champion
Google awarded us the Champion Innovator title recognizing our technical skill and expertise.






Video Tutorials
Subscribe to our YouTube channel and get notified whenever we upload a new video tutorial.
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Google Add-ons
We build bespoke solutions that use the capabilities and the features of Google Workspace for automating business processes and driving work productivity.




	Mail Merge with Attachments

Send personalized email to your contacts with Google Sheets & Gmail


Install
Tutorials



	Document Studio

Create pixel perfect documents from Google Sheets and Google Forms
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	Save Emails and Attachments

Download emails and attachments from Gmail to your Google Drive
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	Google Forms Email Notifications

Send email to respondents when they submit your Google Forms
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	Email Google Spreadsheets

Email entire spreadsheets, selected cell ranges or send dynamic charts on schedule.
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	Creator Studio for Google Slides

Turn your Google Slides presentations into animated GIF images and videos
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Email Newsletter
Sign up for our email newsletter to stay up to date.

Subscribe
We will never send any spam emails. Promise.
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