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The bank sends their monthly credit card statements as password-protected PDF files probably because the file contains personal information. I archive these PDFs into Google Drive but since these files are protected with a password, the text isn’t searchable. Also, because PDF files from different sources may have different passwords, it is tedious to manage these locked files.

Since your Google Drive is already protected with 2 layers of security - password and 2-factor authentication - it should be OK if we remove the password protection from PDF files before uploading them to Drive.
Is there any software program available that can remove password protection from PDF files? Well you can either use Google Drive or, if you want an app that works offline, use Google Chrome to remove all restrictions from PDFs.
Remove PDF Password in Google Drive
Upload the locked PDF file to your Google Drive. Next, install the PDF toolbox add-on and open the locked PDF file inside the toolbox addon.

   
 
Expand the “Decrypt PDF” section, type the password that was earlier used to lock the PDF file and click th “Decrypt” button. A new PDF file will be uploaded to your Google Drive and this one will no longer require you to type any passwords for accessing the file.
Unlock PDF Password with Google Chrome
Google Chrome has a built-in PDF reader* and a PDF writer and we can combine the two features to remove the password from any PDF document. Let’s see how:
	Drag any password-protected PDF file into your Google Chrome browser. If you can’t find one, use this sample PDF file - the open password is “labnol” without the quotes.
	Google Chrome will now prompt you to enter the password of the file. Enter the password and hit Enter to open the file.
	Now go to the File menu in Google Chrome and choose Print (or press Ctrl+P on Windows or Cmd+P on Mac). Choose the destination printer as “Save as PDF” and click the Save button.

Google Chrome will now save the PDF to your desktop but without the password protection. If you re-open this PDF in Chrome, it would no longer require a password to open. Thank you, Ivan Sunga, for the tip.
Also see: How to Print Password Protected PDF Files

PS:Open the special page chrome://plugins and enable the option that says “Chrome PDF Viewer” to let Chrome natively handle PDF files.
Remove PDF Passwords without Chrome
If you are not a Google Chrome user, download this free Windows utility called BeCyPDFMetaEdit to remove passwords from PDF files.
Launch the program and it will ask the location of the PDF file. Before you select and open the PDF, change the mode to “Complete Rewrite,” then switch to the Security tab and set the “Security System” to “No encryption.” Click the Save button and your PDF will no longer require a password to open.
See more tools for editing PDF files.
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Amit Agarwal
Google Developer Expert, Google Cloud Champion

Amit Agarwal is a Google Developer Expert in Google Workspace and Google Apps Script. He holds an engineering degree in Computer Science (I.I.T.) and is the first professional blogger in India.
Amit has developed several popular Google add-ons including Mail Merge for Gmail and Document Studio. Read more on Lifehacker and YourStory
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Awards & Titles
Digital Inspiration has won several awards since it's launch in 2004.
 
 
	 
		 
	

 
	 
		 
	

 
	 
		 
	

 
	 
		 
	

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 






Google Developer Expert
Google awarded us the Google Developer Expert award recogizing our work in Google Workspace.


 
   
     
     
     
  





ProductHunt Golden Kitty
Our Gmail tool won the Lifehack of the Year award at ProductHunt Golden Kitty Awards in 2017.


 
 
	 
		 
			 
			 
			 
		
	

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 






Microsoft MVP Alumni
Microsoft awarded us the Most Valuable Professional (MVP) title for 5 years in a row.


 
 
	 
		 
	

 
	 
		 
	

 
	 
		 
	

 
	 
		 
	

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 






Google Cloud Champion
Google awarded us the Champion Innovator title recognizing our technical skill and expertise.






Video Tutorials
Subscribe to our YouTube channel and get notified whenever we upload a new video tutorial.
	
Send Confirmation Emails with Google Forms

	
Create Mail Merge with Gmail and Google Sheets

	
Automate Document Workflow with Google Forms and Sheets

	
Request e-Signatures with Google Forms

	
Save Gmail Emails to Google Drive

	
Email Google Sheets Automatically

	
Create Photo Badges with Google Slides

	
Send Stripe Invoices with Google Forms

	
How to Sell Digital Goods with PayPal and Google Sheets

	
Google Apps Script - A Developer's Guide

	
Convert Google Slides to Video and Animated GIFs

	
Rename File uploads in Google Forms

	
File Upload Forms for Google Drive

	
Dictation - Type with your Voice

	
YouTube Video Uploader for Teams

	
Limit Google Form Responses Automatically

	
Create PDF Documents from Google Forms

	
How to Hide Files inside Google Drive

	
Create Merge Documents with Google Sheets or Google Forms

	
Create PDF Documents with Images and QR Codes

	
Send Unique File Attachments with Mail Merge for Gmail

	
Print Password Protected PDF Files

	
Embed Google Photos in your Website

	
Create Emoji Art with Google Sheets






Google Add-ons
We build bespoke solutions that use the capabilities and the features of Google Workspace for automating business processes and driving work productivity.




	Mail Merge with Attachments

Send personalized email to your contacts with Google Sheets & Gmail
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	Document Studio

Create pixel perfect documents from Google Sheets and Google Forms


Install
Tutorials



	Save Emails and Attachments

Download emails and attachments from Gmail to your Google Drive
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	Google Forms Email Notifications

Send email to respondents when they submit your Google Forms
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	Email Google Spreadsheets

Email entire spreadsheets, selected cell ranges or send dynamic charts on schedule.
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	Creator Studio for Google Slides

Turn your Google Slides presentations into animated GIF images and videos
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Email Newsletter
Sign up for our email newsletter to stay up to date.

Subscribe
We will never send any spam emails. Promise.
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